FRANCE AND THE 10-KILOMETER WITHDRAWAL   491
*
Without defense open to sudden attack. We have not done
this for any other reason than to show the British Govern-
ment and public opinion that France, like Russia, will not
be the first to fire." Then follows a list of German frontier
and other military preparations.18 Messimy's order to the
corps commanders instructed them to carry out the order
of 1909 concerning mobilization of the frontier troops;
those which could march on foot were to take up their posi-
tions, and those to go by rail were to be ready to entrain.
"However, for diplomatic reasons, it is indispensable that
no frontier incident shall be caused by us. Consequently
no troops or patrols under any pretext are to approach the
frontier or go beyond the line/' which was then designated
by naming some fifty towns and villages near the frontier.19
Thus, there was no line drawn exactly ten kilometers
from the frontier everywhere. At numerous points it was
only four or five kilometers from the frontier, as Messimy
stated to the Briey Committee in 1920.20 General Joffre
even "asked that he should not feel obliged to carry out
the order in absolute strictness," and the Government
granted his request.21 Nevertheless, the fact that the French
Government did hold back its covering troops a few kilo-
meters from the frontier was a wise measure. It did tend to
prevent unfortunate "incidents" which might have pre-
cipitated a war. But it would be a mistake to regard it
mainly as a proof of Poincare's love of peace. Rather it
i8Viviani to P. Cambon, July 30; communicated to Grey, B.D., 319,
19 Messimy to the Commanders of the 2nd, 6th, 7th, 20th and 21st
Army Corps, July 30, 4:55 P.M.; Les Amees Francoises, Tome I, Vol
I, Annex No. 15.   Even when France ordered general mobilization on,
August 1, since Grey had not yet promised military support, Messimy
again telegraphed the Commanders:   "With a view to assuring ourselves
of the support of our English neighbors, it is still essential not to have
patrols or detachments cross the general line fixed by the telegram of
July 30, except in case of a clearly established attack" (ibid., No. 25).
This was reiterated by President Poincare himself a few hours later at
10:30 P.M. (ibid., No. 26).
20 Renouvin, p. 215.                          21 Renouvin, p, 215.